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Integrations 

Guide to Integrating MailRules with your systems.

MailRules Application Integration

With the introduction of the Wizard feature into MailRules it is now possible to create your own Inbound and Outbound rules without having to use the MailRules or the Wizard interface.

The MailRules Wizard feature is a combination of three activeX dll’s.


MR_Wizard.dll


MR_Dao.dll


MR_Goat.dll

MR_Wizard is the main wizard engine for MailRules and is responsible for loading and guiding the user through the process of creating a rule in the wizard interface.

MR_Dao performs the data access communication between the wizard engine and the MailRules rule data file.

MR_Goat contains the template of various MailRules objects, such as the Inbound, Outbound, Alias, and Address book entries.  At present CheckTimes are not available.

Creating you own rule

To create your own Inbound and Outbound rules we only need to use two of these dll’s.

The MR_Goat and MR_Dao.  The details of these components and their functions are covered below.

MR_GOAT.DLL

Objects of interest in MR_Goat.


- MR_Send object has all the properties for an Outbound Rule.

- MR_Rule object has all the properties for an Inbound Rule.

- MR_Alias object has all the properties for a MailRules Alias.

- MR_AddressBookEntry has all the properties for a MailRules address book entry.

You can set any of these objects and use the properties to create the rule that you want to put in the MailRules database.

Once you have set all the options you want to set for your object it is ready to be passed into the MR_Dao to be written into the MailRules data file.

Most of the properties for the objects in the MR_Goat are quite straight forward.

However following are a few properties that may require more details to allow you to use them effectively.

MR_Send points to note.

Adding Rule attachments.

MR_Send.Attachments.Add "c:\book1.xls"

For multiple attachments simply perform the above line for each file you wish to add.

Adding Rule recipients.

MR_Send.SendRecipients.Populate "philip@computerworks.co.nz", 1

To add multiple recipients perform the populate for each recipient or specify a string containing all the email addresses separated by a , (comma).

The Type parameter of this method specifies to MailRules if the recipient is a To, Cc, or Bcc address:

1 = To


2 = Cc



3 = Bcc

Adding Rule send time.

MR_Send.SendTimes.Add 50, “12:00”

There are many different ways to specify send times for an Outbound Rule.

The two parameters you can use for this are Day and Time.  

Day can be specified in many different ways such as:


Day Value
-
Send 


0 
- 
Everyday

1 -
Monday

2 -
Tuesday

3 -
Wednesday

4 -
Thursday

5 -
Friday

6 -
Saturday

7 -
Sunday

50 to 1450
-
Minutely

Where any number over 50 is the interval in minutes that MailRules will activate this rule.  By setting the day to be 50, your Rule will be activated every few seconds.

         1500
-
Manually activated Rule only.

Time is the time during the day that you wish the rule to be activated.  This is required to be in 24hr format.



i.e.
“13:30”   or   “07:00”

Also note that even Minutely activated rule do require a Time value, even though it is not used.  For these types of send time just set Time to be “12:00”

MR_DAO.DLL

This object has the following methods that will allow you to interact with some of the items in the MailRules data file.

Below are the basic methods you can use to create a rule for use with MailRules.

.Connect
- establish a connection to the MailRules data file.  This is required before any communication can be performed.

.DisConnect
- disconnect from the MailRules data file.  Should be used before closing your MR_Dao object, to allow proper disconnection.

.UniqueRuleName
- this method will return a unique rulename derived from the base rulename specified.  This is important as all rules in MailRules must have globally unique name.

.MRRuleRefresh
- instructs MailRules to refresh its database connections.  Or you can set MailRules to only load the new rule that you placed in the database.  Because of other tasks that MailRules performs it may take a few seconds before it has a chance to process your request.  So you can check the status of the property;




RefreshStatus

.Modify
- this method edits or creates a new record in the MailRules data file.  It will accept any object created from MR_GOAT.

If you want to modify an existing Outbound Rule you can use the following.

.OutboundDA.GetRule
- will return an object of type MR_Send from the details found in the data file.  You can either pass this the ID number of the Rule or the Name of the Rule you require.

.OutboundDA.DeleteRule - removes an existing Rule from the data file without having to use the MailRules interface.

If you want to modify an existing Inbound Rule you can use the following.

.InboundDA.GetRule
- will return an object of type MR_Rule from the details found in the data file.  You can either pass this the ID number of the Rule or the Name of the Rule you require.

.InboundDA.DeleteRule - removes an existing Rule from the data file without having to use the MailRules interface.

If you want to modify the MailRules Aliases you can use the following.

.AliasDA.CreateAlias
- quickly creates an Alias for use in MailRules without having to use a MR_Alias object and the .Modify method.

.AliasDA.Resolve
- returns the actual path of an Alias.

.AliasDA.ListAlias
- returns a collection of all the Alias names that MailRules can use.

Appendix

Visual Basic Example

Dim oSend As New MR_Send

Dim oDA As New MR_DAO

Dim ret As Long

    oSend.RuleName = "Example Outbound Rule"

    oSend.Subject = "My Example Rule to you"

    oSend.MessageBody = "Please find attached Book1.xls"

    oSend.Attachments.Add "c:\book1.xls"

    oSend.SendRecipients.Populate "philip@computerworks.co.nz", 1

    oSend.SendTimes.Add 50, "12:00"

    oSend.DeleteRuleOnceSent = True

    oDA.Connect

    ret = oDA.Modify(oSend)

    If ret = 0 Then MsgBox oDA.MRDAO_Err

    oDA.DisConnect

    If ret > 0 Then

        If oDA.MRRuleRefresh(ret, OutboundOnly) = True Then

            MsgBox oDA.RefreshStatus

        End If

    End If

    Set oDA = Nothing

    Set oSend = Nothing
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