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Wizards 

Guide to creating your own MailRules Wizard

Introduction

The MailRules Wizards has been designed to make it easier for a user to create Inbound and Outbound Rules.  The Wizards will take us through a step-by-step guide so that we can set specific criteria to create our new Inbound and Outbound rules for MailRules to process.  

By using a Wizard it is now possible to only display relevant options to a particular situation.  The definitions of the Wizards are very simple and stored in plain text files that can be easily edited using most basic text editor programs.  

This document will help to explain how the MailRules Wizard feature works and also how you can edit or create your own Wizards.

For any help or inquiries about editing or creating a MailRules Wizards, please contact us via email.


support@mailrules.com
Creating MailRules Wizards

To create our own Wizard, we have to understand how they are written.  

The Wizards are plain text files that are written, in a specific structure based on the .ini file format.  These files are stored in the “Wizard” folder, which can be found in your “MailRules” folder.  The default path is C:\program files\MailRules\Wizard. (You will find the ini files here unless you specified another path when installing MailRules onto your computer.)  Any valid Wizard file stored in this location will be loaded up by the Wizard engine and be made available for use.  The Wizard reads the particular commands and definitions that are in this text document and carries out these commands, making it easier for us to create our own Rules.  

Now let’s look at the structure of the Wizard ini file.

Here is an example of what we would see when looking at a Wizard file.

(Different colours have been used for explanatory purposes only)

[ID]

Name="Document Back-up"

Description=This wizard will help you set up an Outbound Rule to automatically back-up your important documents at a scheduled time.

ReadOnly=
Rule=Outbound

Type=Standard

When we look at the ini document, we can see that it is separated into Sections. Each section has a heading in square brackets. The first section is the [ID] section.  This helps the Wizard engine to clearly identify the different areas of the Rule.  

Keep in mind that these section names are very important and if they are changed in any way, the file will not be properly interpreted and therefore not loaded by the Wizard engine.

Below each section heading, we find the Setting names.  They are the words shown in blue.  These names are also very important and should not be changed in any way.

Following the “=” sign, is what we call the Value.  The value is where the display settings of an option is stored.  It is from this value that the Wizard engine will determine how you want the option displayed.  

This Value is the only part of the .ini file that we are allowed to change!

The Outbound Wizard Sections are:

[ID]

[Who]

[What]

[When]

[How]

[Where]

The Inbound Wizard Sections are:

[ID]

[From]

[Storage]

[Message]

[RunApp]

[Finish]

The [ID] section of both the Outbound and Inbound wizard file contains the same settings.  These are as follows;

Setting Name  
Description

Name


The name of the Wizard as displayed to the user.

Description
This text will be loaded as the description displayed on the Wizard selection screen.  However, we cannot write anymore than 255 characters per setting value.  If this limit is not enough for the description of the Wizard, then type the description into a separate text file.  For example we could enter a long description into a file called Myfile.txt and you will make the value of this setting \Myfile.txt.  The file (Myfile.txt) must be located in the same folder as the ini files.  The long description will be read by the Wizard engine and displayed to the user.

ReadOnly

If this is set to True, the generated rule will be ReadOnly.

Rule
This setting is very important.  If it is not set to either Inbound or Outbound, the Wizard will have no idea on what type of rule is to be generated.

Type
(Outbound Rules Only) If the Wizard is to create an advanced outbound rule then this value must be set to Advanced.

Rulename
Enter a value with this setting to pre-set the name of the rule that will be generated.

Outbound Wizards Sections – Things to note

Who Section

The following is a list of the options that are only available on the Advanced Options form.

RecipientPrompt

IndividualMessage

MessageBodyFile

DeleteMessageBodyFile

All the other options can be viewed on the Who section of the Outbound Wizard.

What Section

The following is a list of options that are only available on the Advanced Options form.


SendSubFolder


ZipFile


DeleteFile

All the other options can be viewed on the What section of the Outbound Wizard.

Extra feature of the What section.  

The ability to Preset attachments to your message.

To preset file attachments, firstly the setting;

PreSetFile needs to have it’s value set to the number of attachments you are including; i.e.

PreSetFile=x where x is the number of attachments you want to preset.

Then to set attachments you need to generate the following INI settings yourself.

PreSetFile_x=c:\myfolder\myfile.dat or PreSetFile_x=[MyAlias]\myfolder\*.*

Where x is a number in sequence from 1 to the value you have specified in the PreSetFile setting.

How

This section has no advanced options.

However it does make use of the Application Options screen.

The options that are only for use on the Application options screen are,


PresAppCommand


PresAppParameter


PresAppWait


PresAppControl


PresAppAttachment


PresAppLaunch


PresAppTest


PostAppCommand


PostAppParameter


PostAppTest


PostAppLaunch

All others are displayed on the How section of the Outbound Wizard.

If there are to many options to be displayed at one time, the Wizard engine will create multiple pages in the current section.  If multiple pages are created the Wizard engine will display a Hyperlink to allow the user to move through the create pages.

Where

As per the previous section there are no advanced options. However as it is possible to run an application at the delivery destination, this section also makes use of the Application Options form.

The options that are only for use on the Application options screen are,


DestAppCommand


DestAppParameter


DestAppLaunch

DestAppTest

All others are displayed on the outbound Wizard screen.

The Where section displays multiple pages just like the How section if there are too many options to display at once.

Inbound Wizards Sections – Things to note

RunApp

Some of the settings in this section of the Inbound Wizards will make use of the Application Options screen.

The options that are only for use on the Application Options screen are,

RunAppCommand

RunAppParameter

RunAppAttachments

RunAppWait

RunAppLaunch

RunAppTest

All others are displayed on the inbound Wizard screen.

Assigning Values in the Wizards

Option Text display

All settings that have a name that ends in the word Text can have their values changed to allow any text to be displayed that the wizard creator chooses.  There are 2 limits that must not be exceeded when changing the text values of any settings.


1 – Maximum of 255 characters only


2 – There are only 2 display lines allocated.

Breaching either of these limits may cause your text to not be displayed as you had intended.

Around 90% of all the text that can be displayed on the various screens is user definable.

Options to NOT Display

When the wizard creator does not want to display a particular option(s), any of the following can be performed on the INI setting

· Setting should either be removed completely from the INI file

· I.e.

· Setting to have no value

· I.e.
Cc=

· Setting value can be set to;
Show:0

· I.e.  Cc=Show:0

Options to Display

General rules regarding the displaying and/or locking of the user options.

Remember that the following information can be entered into the value part of the relevant setting.

1. Options that require the user to enter in text or numbers

a. Display

Show:1

b. Display and Lock
Show:2

2. Options that require the user to select either Yes or No

a. Display

Show:5

b. Display and Lock
Show:6

3. Command buttons

a. Display

Show:1

4. Dropdown Lists

a. Display

Show:8

b. Display and Lock
Show:9

Assign values to Options 

Assigning values to the options being displayed on the screens is very simple.  After you have decided what display option to use.  Enter the following command word into the setting value, immediately preceding the display option.


Set:

After the set command word you will need to abide by the following rules;

1. Setting text to an option

a. Set:philip@computerworks.co.nz

2. Setting a Yes No option

a. Set:0
- Will set option to No

b. Set:1
- Will set option to Yes

3. Setting a Dropdown list

a. Set:X
- Where X is the position in the list you want to set.

After entering your setting values, you may have something that looks like;


i.e.
To=Show:2Set:philip@computerworks.co.nz

or
i.e.
DeleteFile=Show:6Set:1

or
i.e.
cmdCreateFolder=Show:1

A Working Example of a MailRules Wizard

Let’s say that we own a printing company.  We have a client that drops off a large, digital document saved to disk everyday that we then print out and then photocopy.  That means that our client has to drive to our premises everyday, fill in an order form to specify the type of printing and the amount of copies that we must make.  This routine has worked well over the past few years, but in the mean time, our client’s company has expanded and the documents that he gives us no longer fit on a floppy disk.  He now has to write the document to CD, and as you can imagine, this can become very costly and time-consuming.  So, to make our lives a little easier and make use of the technology that we have at our fingertips, we can write a Wizard to automate this whole situation and even save our client petrol!

Below is a working solution to our example.  We would install MailRules onto our customer’s computer.  They would then use this Wizard to send us the file that they want printed and then photocopied.  This Wizard will automatically open an online form so that they can fill in the details.  (In this example we have specified MailRules to open the MailRules website.  However, any website can be opened.)

As we have learned, a Wizard is written as a plain text file.  You can copy the format below and paste it into any word processing application (such as Notepad) and save it with the extension of ini.  Make sure that you save it in the Wizards folder within the MailRules folder.

[ID]

Name= Working Example (Advanced Rule)

Description=This is an example Wizard.  It allows your customers to send their large files to your computer.  It will also automatically open an online order form.  Your customer is able to specify the number of copies they want and send this order along with their file via e-mail.

Rule=Outbound

Type=Advanced

[Who]

ToText=Please specify the email address you want to send your files to:

To=Show:2Set:qourk@paradise.net.nz

CC=Show:0

Bcc=Show:0

AdvancedRule=Show:2Set:*Please note that these recipient(s) are required to be in the MailRules Address Book along with their MailRules advanced rule reception password

MessageBodyText=Now insert your message (if required):

MessageBody=Show:1Set:

MessageBodyFile=Show:1Set:

MessageBodyFileText=Would you like to select a file to be inserted into the message body of your e-mail?  Use the search button to find your file.

DeleteMessageBodyFileText=Delete the file once it has been successfully sent?

[What]

cmdCreateFolder=Show:1

cmdSelectFolder=Show:1

cmdSelectFile=Show:1

cmdRemove=Show:1

SendFilesWhenText=Under what conditions would you like your file to be sent?

cmbSendFilesWhen=Show:1Set:0

SendSubFolderText=Would you like to send any subfolders that are contained within the source folder that you have selected?

SendSubFolder=Show:5Set:1

DeleteFileText=Would you like MailRules to delete the attachments once they have been successfully sent?

DeleteFile=Show:6Set:0

[When]

SetScheduleText=

SetSchedule=Show:6Set:0

[How]

PresAppText=Hi There

PresApp=Show:6Set:1

PresAppCommand=Show:2Set:c:\program files\internet explorer\iexplore.exe

PresAppParameter=Show:2Set:http:\\www.mailrules.com

ArchiveText=Would You like MailRules to create an archive for you?

Archive=Show:5Set:1

SplitMessageText=Do you want to set a message maximum size (used to overcome any limits with your mail system)?

SplitMessage=Show:1Set:1000

VirtualFolderText=Would you like MailRules to create a virtual folder on the recipient's machine?

[Where]

LocationText=Enter the Folder or Alias indicating where to save your files on the recipient's computer:

Location=Show:2Set:d:\mailrules\clients

DefaultPasswordText=Enter your recipient's MailRules Advanced Reception password.

DefaultPassword=Show:2Set:fossil

Appendix

All Outbound Wizard Settings.

[ID]

Name=

Description=

ReadOnly=

Rule=

Type=

[Who]

ToText=

To=

Cc=

Bcc=

AdvancedRule=

SubjectText=

Subject=

MessageBodyText=

MessageBody=

RecipientPromptText=

RecipientPrompt=

IndividualMessageText=

IndividualMessage=

DSRecipient=

MessageBodyFileText=

MessageBodyFile=

DeleteMessageBodyFileText=

DeleteMessageBodyFile=

[What]

cmdCreateFolder=

cmdSelectFolder=

cmdSelectFile=

cmdRemove=

SendFilesWhenText=

CmbSendFilesWhen=

SendSubFolderText=

SendSubFolder=

ZipFileText=

ZipFile=

DeleteFileText=

DeleteFile=

PreSetFile=

[When]

SetScheduleText=

SetSchedule=

[How]

PresAppText=

PresApp=

PresAppCommand=

PresAppParameter=

PresAppWait=

PresAppControl=

PresAppAttachment=

PresAppLaunch=

PresAppTest=

PostAppText=

PostApp=

PostAppCommand=

PostAppParameter=

PostAppLaunch=

PostAppTest=

DoneFolderText=

DoneFolder=

ArchiveText=

Archive=

MaintainLogText=

MaintainLog=

ReadReceiptText=

ReadReceipt=

ProcessReceiptText=

ProcessReceipt=

SplitMessageText=

SplitMessage=

VirtualFolderText=

VirtualFolder=

Surefire=

SurefireReply=

SurefireTime=

[Where]    

LocationText=

Location=

DefaultPasswordText=

DefaultPassword=

RecreateSubFolderText=

RecreateSubFolder=

NotifyRecipientText=

NotifyRecipient=

ReplaceFilesText=

ReplaceFiles=

QueryRecipent=

QueryReply=

QueryTime=

ClearRedundantFilesText=

ClearRedundantFiles=

DestMessageBodyText=

DestMessageBody=

AdvMessageBodyText=

AdvMessageBody=

DestAppText=

DestApp=

DestAppCommand=

DestAppParameter=

DestAppLaunch=

DestAppTest=

TranslationText=

Translation=

RunOutboundRuleText=

RunOutboundRule=

ReplytoSenderText=

ReplytoSender=

All Inbound Wizard Settings

[ID]

Name=

Description=

ReadOnly=

Rule=

[From]

FromText=

From=

SubjectText=

Subject=

SubType=

FileText=

File=

ExceptionText=

Exception=

[Storage]

FolderText=

Folder=

UnZipText=

UnZip=

ReplaceText=

Replace=

ActivateText=

Activate=

[Message]

SaveBodyText=

SaveBody=

BodyFileText=

BodyFile=

AutoIncText=

AutoInc=

SaveHeaderText=

SaveHeader=

[RunApp]

TranslationText=

Translation=

RunAppText=

RunApp=

RunAppCommand=

RunAppParameter=

RunAppAttachment=

RunAppLaunch=

RunAppTest=

RunAppWait=

TriggerORTest=

TriggerOR=

RTSText=

RTS=

NoMoreRulesText=

NoMoreRules=

AbandonText=

Abandon=

[Finish]

DeleteText=

Delete=

NotifyText=

Notify=
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